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As the Rampion 2 Offshore Wind Farm would generate 
over 100 megawatts (MW) of power, it is defined as a 
‘Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project’ or NSIP. 
This means it needs to seek consent permission through 
the Planning Act 2008, and apply for what is known as a 
Development Consent Order, or ‘DCO’.

What is a Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Project? 

The Planning Act and national planning 
policies set out what documents and 
evidence must be submitted and the 
rules on how stakeholders need to be 
formally consulted on the project 
proposals during the development 
process. 

This includes the production of an 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) and a mandatory requirement to 
formally consult with local communities 
and statutory organisations before the 
application can be made.

Local Planning Authorities in Sussex (at 
county and district/borough level) are 
amongst the many statutory consultees to 
this process and have been involved in 
approving the consultation process being 
conducted by Rampion 2.

The final application will be made to the 
Planning Inspectorate (PINS) who will 
manage the examination of the application 
and the final decision on whether to grant 
approval is made by the Government’s 
Secretary of State for Business, Energy & 
Industrial Strategy (BEIS).



Spring / 
Summer 

2021Consenting 
process 
timeline

The diagram illustrates an 
approximate timeline for the 
Rampion 2 consenting 
process, from pre-application, 
submission and examination 
right up until the time of 
decision.

*2022

*2023

Early 2022

*2022

*2023

Pre-application
Includes early engagement and consultation, followed by 

a full statutory consultation. Rampion 2 is required to 
develop a Consultation Report containing the details of 
our consultation methods, feedback we received, and 

how this has influenced our proposals

Pre-examination
Includes early engagement and consultation, followed by 

a full statutory consultation. Rampion 2 is required to 
develop a Consultation Report containing the details of 
our consultation methods, feedback we received, and 

how this has influenced our proposals

Examination
PINS will complete a full review of the DCO submission 
within 6 months, There will be opportunities for people 
or groups to send comments in writing and/or request 

to speak at a public hearing.

Decision 
PINS will issue a recommendation to the SoS 

within 3 months of the examination. The SoS then 
has a further 3 months to decide whether to issue 

a Development Consent Order

Post-decision
There is a period of up to 6 weeks 

for potential Judicial Review

Submission & Acceptance of DCO 
application

PINS (on behalf of the SoS) has 28 days to decide whether 
the DCO application meets the statutory requirements 

including an adequate consultation. PINs will consult with 
local authorities on the adequacy of our consultation

* We have estimated 15-18 months 
between DCO submissions and PINS 
decision based the typical timeframe 
on previous NSIP projects



Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA)
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is conducted to 
prepare the DCO application.
The purpose of the EIA is to: 

The project will be designed to avoid these impacts wherever 
possible. However, where there remain residual impacts, 
mitigation solutions are put in place to reduce or offset impacts 
to protect ecology & wildlife, archaeology, sensitive views and 
local transport networks.

• Birds 
• Terrestrial Ecology  
• Fish & marine ecology
• Archaeology 
• Traffic 

• Noise
• Shipping & navigation
• Socioeconomic
• Seascape and Landscape 

• Look at current environmental conditions
• Identify potential significant environmental effects that 

may arise
• Propose ways to reduce impacts through mitigation by 

design or other measures 

The ultimate aim is to design a project with minimal environmental 
impact or disruption to the community during construction and 
operation. A review of environmental designations and a full suite of 
environmental surveys is carried out, to establish the baseline for 
assessing the project and determining the impacts on a range of EIA 
topics, such as: 



The key reporting stages in the EIA process 
are:

• Scoping Report – broad outline of 
assessment methods - complete

 
• Preliminary Environmental Information 

Report (PEIR) – draft report - complete

• Environmental Statement (ES) – final 
assessment based on refined project plans 
– to be completed following this 
consultation period

Scoping Report

The Planning Inspectorate subsequently 
provided a Scoping Opinion, which included 
comments from a range of stakeholders, on 
behalf of the Secretary of State, in August 
2020. The Scoping Opinion and statutory 
consultee responses informed the 
assessment work and design evolution 
undertaken to date. 

A Scoping Report was submitted to the 
Planning Inspectorate in July 2020. The 
Scoping Report includes a scoping 
boundary – broad areas of search for the 
potential onshore and offshore project 
elements.
The Report identifies the potentially 
significant effects requiring assessment, 
determines the subject matter of the 
assessment and the methodologies for 
undertaking the assessment.
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Scoping 
Report 
onshore 
boundary 
plan

A series of technical and environmental 
surveys are carried out within the scoping 
boundary and an initial consultation 
process was held to identify local issues and 
concerns that they felt should be taken into 
account.



The Rampion 2 Preliminary 
Environmental Information Report 
presents the draft findings of our 
Environmental Impact Assessments. 

The purpose of the PEIR is to enable 
stakeholders and the local community to 
develop an informed view of the likely 
significant effects of Rampion 2. 
Considering the findings, stakeholders can 
provide their feedback during the public 
consultation, prior to the finalisation of 
proposals and submission of the consent 
application.

The PEIR includes over 28 chapters, one for 
each EIA aspect (such as fish & shellfish or 
transport etc). Each assesses the project’s 
potential impacts. Organisations such as 
Natural England, the Marine Management 
Organisation and others have a formal duty 
to respond to the consultation and will dive 
into the details. Due to the length and 
technical complexity of the PEIR, a 
Non-Technical Summary (NTS) is produced 
as part of this consultation. It provides an 
easy to read overview of the assessment 
methods and findings for each EIA aspect. 

PEIR assessment boundary map from the 
wind farm to the onshore substation

Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report (PEIR)

The PEIR Assessment Boundary illustrates 
the maximum extent of the offshore wind 
farm and associated onshore and offshore 
electrical infrastructure.

The PEIR has been prepared at a point in 
time when the design of Rampion 2 is still 
being refined. Therefore, a precautionary 
approach is applied to ensure a reasonable 
worst-case or maximum design scenario is 
assessed. Using this approach to 
assessment, the level of effect may be 
overstated and subsequently reduced at 
the time of application.

The Environmental Statement (ES) is 
the final reporting stage of the EIA 
and builds upon the PEIR, with any 
additional survey results, and 
feedback from the formal 
consultation. 

The ES will be submitted for 
examination by the Planning 
Inspectorate as part of the 
application for development consent. 
During the examination process, it 
provides the public and relevant 
organisations (such as the 
Environment Agency and Natural 
England) with the environmental 
information needed to understand 
and comment on the development, 
and provides decision-makers with 
the environmental information to 
allow a decision to be made whether 
to grant consent for the 
development.

Environmental 
Statement



Engagement & 
consultation 
process

Running in parallel with delivery of the EIA has 
been the focus on engagement and consultation 
with consultation bodies, key stakeholder 
organisations and the local community.

A particular challenge is how to effectively reach a 
large population along the Sussex coast and inland 
along the cable route to the onshore substation 
search areas, while engaging with users of the 
South Downs National Park and a wide range of 
offshore interested parties such as commercial 
fishermen, charter vessel owners and recreational 
sea users. An additional objective for Rampion 2 is 
to ensure those with distant views of the new wind 
farm are made aware, e.g. the east coast of the Isle 
of Wight, even though the construction works will 
be a significant distance away.

Reaching the Sussex 
population and beyond



There are six PLGs in total - covering 
local organisations with a particular 
interest and membership in:

Early engagement

Since early 2018 we have been engaging 
with a number of statutory bodies including, 
but not limited to the Environment Agency, 
Natural England, Historic England, Highways 
England, CEFAS, Marine Management 
Organisation and local authorities, to inform 
them of the Rampion 2 design at an early 
stage and take account of their feedback.

Rampion 2 also set up a series of Project 
Liaison Groups (PLGs), which had been 
immensely successful during the original 
Rampion development process. The PLGs 
act as a conduit between the Rampion 2 
Project Team and various interest groups, 
to help reach a wider audience and to 
understand and address local concerns 
through sharing information and discussion, 
the PLGs have and will continue to inform 
our proposals.

• Business & Tourism
• Environment
• Sea Users

• Onshore Community
• Coastal Community
• Public Rights of Way.



The current PEIR stage of the EIA process has been informed by a 
first ‘informal’ consultation process. Initial proposals were presented 
in a virtual exhibition held between 14 January 2021 and 11 February 
2021 to raise awareness of the project and invite feedback on any 
issues that stakeholder organisations and the local community felt 
should be taken into account, to help shape the proposals.

The exhibition introduced Rampion 2 and the development process, 
and shared information on the emerging design process. All 
feedback is detailed within the Interim Consultation Analysis, which is 
provided alongside the PEIR available in the document library on our 
website.

First ‘informal’ consultation

The EIA Regulations 2017 require developers to carry 
out a full and formal public consultation on the draft 
proposals and the PEIR, to allow consultation bodies and 
the local community to develop an informed view of the 
likely significant environmental effects of Rampion 2 and 
provide their feedback, to help refine the proposals 
further before an application can be made.

The formal public consultation provides further detail 
than the first consultation, including more refined 
proposals, information on construction and mitigation 
methodologies and photomontages taken from a range 
of Sussex viewpoints.

In accordance with the Planning Act 2008, a Statement 
of Community Consultation (SoCC) has been prepared 
and published. The SoCC was agreed with Local 
Authorities, and sets out details of how Rampion 2 will 
consult with the local community, the consultation 
methods to be used, the scope of the consultation and 
the consultation period.

Formal public consultation

See Fact sheet 4: How the draft proposals were developed 
to see what has changed since the first consultation.

Virtual Village hall informal 
consultation January 2021

See the Statement of Community Consultation for further 
information on how the consultation will be carried out.



What happens to your 
consultation feedback?

Consultation feedback is considered 
alongside the results of further design 
development, technical and environmental 
assessment, to help inform and influence 
the proposals as the development 
progresses through stages of the EIA 
process.
The feedback is used to produce refined 
proposals and set out additional measures 
in the Environmental Statement to address 
any identified significant environmental 
effects. Together, the proposals and ES are 
then ready for final submission as a 
development consent application.

Rampion 2 will accommodate feedback 
wherever possible. An explanation will be 
given as to the technical, environmental or 
other reasons why it was not possible to 
accommodate the feedback. Examples of 
refinements to the proposals made as a 
result of consultation feedback, include the 
selection of cable route options at the 
omission of others, or the progression of 
substation search areas to the next stage of 
investigation with the omission of others.

A detailed analysis of consultation feedback 
and the subsequent changes made 
following the public consultation, will be set 
out in a Consultation Report, which will 
form an integral part of the development 
consent application.



Once the proposals have been refined and the 
environmental information updated, the final proposals 
and Environmental Statement are submitted to the 
Planning Inspectorate for examination, as a 
development consent order (DCO) application.

What is included in the Development Consent Order DCO application?

1. Plans of our development proposals, including the:
• Refined offshore wind farm area
• Defined onshore cable route
• Selected onshore substation site
• Maximum parameters for key project elements

2. Environmental Statement, setting out:
• Baseline environmental information from survey data
• How the refined design has avoided and reduced 

environmental impacts
• Construction methodologies employed to reduce impacts
• Environmental mitigation solutions for residual 

environmental impacts

3. Consultation Report, including:
• an account of the consultation process
• a compliance report of how it met the requirements of the SoCC
• an analysis of consultation feedback and summary of conclusions
• project changes in response to the feedback

4. Book of Reference:
• Maps and details of land ownership along the 

onshore cable route and substation site
• Current status of the progress in land agreements 

with landowners

Development Consent 
Order (DCO) Application



DCO Examination Process

The role of the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) and the 
Examination Panel

Once the DCO application is submitted to the Secretary of State, it is 
passed to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) who appoint an 
Examination Panel to manage the examination process.

The Examination Panel will conduct a review of the DCO application 
documents, including making site visits of key project areas to offer a 
greater understanding of the local area and potential impacts. The 
Panel then set out a timetable to investigate all the key issues for 
further examination at Public Hearings, including the plans, 
environmental survey data, significant impacts and proposed 
mitigations.

Public Hearings

Having select a public venue to hold the Hearings, those 
organisations and individuals who responded to the public 
consultation will be invited to make further representations at the 
appropriate time during the series of Hearings.

During this period, further refinements may be made to the 
proposals, construction methodologies and mitigation solutions.

Recommendation

Following the Hearings, the Panel will take on board the 
representations from organisations and individuals, information 
provided the Project Team and any further commitments agreed 
during the Hearings. 

The Examination Panel will make a recommendation to the Secretary 
of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS). A 
recommendation for refusal would be supported by detailed 
reasons. A recommendation for consent would be accompanied by a 
series of ‘Requirements’, in the form of management plans.

A series of management plans govern the way the project has to be 
constructed and operated, to mitigate and minimise impacts on the 
environment and community. These are produced by the Rampion 2 
Project Team for approval by the discharging authorities – West 
Sussex County Council and South Downs National Park Authority 
(onshore) and the Marine Management Organisation (offshore). The 
discharging authorities would subsequently monitor compliance 
against the management plans during the construction period.

Decision and DCO Award

The final decision is made by the Secretary of State for Business, 
Energy & Industrial Strategy (BEIS). 


